
 

 

I am Robyn Smith, a female leader in sport and a dedicated advocate for Inclusion for All – 
Humanity at Heart.  

About Me: For nearly four decades, I’ve championed athletes with a disability, especially those with an 
intellectual impairment, across grassroots, elite and global platforms.  

I proudly serve on the IPC Governing Board, lead Sport Inclusion Australia and contribute to the 
Brisbane 2032 Organising Committee. At Paris 2024, I was honoured to carry the Paralympic torch and 
witnessed performances of sport - reaffirming the unifying power of sport.  

I bring inclusive leadership, deep understanding of IPC systems and vast experience – as someone 
who’s walked beside athletes and people with a disability – advocating for inclusion, building pathways 
and ensuring no one is left behind by working alongside sport, families and communities. I’ve also 
worked across regions including Oceania, Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia and Middle East, 
ensuring no nation is left behind.  

I stand for equity, access and action, and I’m ready to continue serving the Paralympic Movement 
with purpose and pride. 

Please Vote for Me: I seek re-election to the IPC Governing Board to continue championing Inclusion 
for All – Humanity at Heart.  

My intention is clear: to represent with integrity, advocate with purpose and ensure that the Paralympic 
Movement remains inclusive, athlete-centred and globally representative. 

Over the past four years, I’ve contributed to the IPC Strategic Plan, brought athlete-first perspectives 
into every conversation, and upheld IPC’s humanitarian values. I’ve read every paper, attended every 
meeting, asked questions, and offered perspectives shaped by vast experience and a deep 
commitment to equity. 

If re-elected, I will bring an even stronger voice, with a clearer understanding of how IPC systems work—
and where they must improve. With your trust, I will continue to serve with compassion, energy and 
accountability—amplifying athlete voice, driving inclusive policy and ensuring that we work towards 
no nation, no athlete and no region is left behind.  

  



 
 

 

“Sport doesn’t just build champions.  It changes communities, attitudes and futures.” 

I aim to deepen partnerships in Africa and the Americas, advance gender equality and strengthen support 
for underrepresented athletes – including athletes with an intellectual impairment and from small island 
nations in Oceania and the Caribbean. 

These are the voices that must be included if we are to live our values. My mission is rooted in equity, dignity, 
social justice and access: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Voice - I lead with a shared spotlight—amplifying all athletes, including 
those with an intellectual impairment and from underrepresented 
nations. I believe in building systems where athlete voice is heard and 
embedded in decision-making. 

 

 

Equity – I will build partnerships that grow participation and 
representation, especially for women, people from Indigenous 
backgrounds and emerging NPCs. We must continue to break barriers for 
women, including women with a disability, to choose pathways as 
athletes, leaders, coaches and decision-makers. 

 

Inclusion - From refugees to small island nations, I will champion 
efforts to ensure every athlete and country can belong.  

I actively support Pacific Island nations to join the Paralympic Family and 
worked with countries such as Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Palau, Cook Islands 
and Solomon Islands to build sustainable pathways for athletes, access 
classification and national leadership, to ensure no nation is left behind and 
all voices have a seat at the table. 

Track Record - I bring nearly four decades of results-driven leadership 
advancing inclusion in sport. As CEO of Sport Inclusion Australia, I have 
embedded inclusive sport into national systems ensuring athletes with an 
intellectual impairment have access to competition, recognition and 
opportunity. Through Virtus, I’ve strengthened international pathways, 
eligibility and hosted the 2019 Global Games and 2022 Oceania Asia 
Regional Games - world-class, inclusive multi-sport events. 

I’ve helped shape strategies across Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Philippines, Timor Lest, Japan, Korea, 
Kuwait, Egypt, UAE, Qatar, Brazil, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, El Salvador, Colombia, and 
recently the Caribbean members - always with a focus on opportunity, respect and athlete-centred 
outcomes. 

As an IPC Governing Board Member, I’ve shown up, read every paper, joined every meeting, asked questions 
and brought new perspectives, especially from athletes and nations who are often overlooked. I will bring 
compassion, accountability and global understanding.  

Let’s build a movement where every athlete belongs, every nation is  
respected and Humanity stays at the Heart of every decision. 
  

Thank you. 

                          Robyn Sm�h 


