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On behalf of the Virtus Governing Board, I am very pleased to present our report on activities over the past two years – a very busy and successful period 
which saw growth across so many parts of the organisation. 

The period saw us deliver more than 20 world or regional championships – to many to mention them all here – but I would like to highlight a few ‘firsts’:

2024 began with the launch of the 1st Virtus Cycling World Series (held in Ballarat-Australia) whilst in March, Poland proudly staged the inaugural Virtus 
European Winter Games, a milestone event that brought together alpine skiing, futsal, 3×3 basketball, and indoor rowing. Despite the cancellation of the 
Nordic ski competition due to poor snow conditions, the Games marked the first time multiple winter sports had been brought under the Virtus banner.

In April, Kazakhstan hosted their first Virtus competition - the exceptional World Half Marathon & 10K Road Race Championships – but went on to host 
Tennis and Basketball in 2025. Meanwhile Virtus hosted the  1st Open Regional Para Dressage Championships at the prestigious Sparsholt Equestrian 
Centre in Great Britain. 

Alongside these headline competitions, Virtus also sanctioned an extensive calendar of national and regional events, further strengthening the 
competition pathway. These included the Austrian, Italian, and French Alpine Ski Championships, the Cameroon National Athletics Championships, and 
new initiatives such as the Miller Family Open Para Track & Field Meet in the USA and the Cycling Time Trial in France. Tennis continued to grow through 
the Australian Tennis Championships (PWII) and the GB National Tennis Finals, while in swimming, Virtus sanctioned both Colombia’s National 
Championships and, for the first time, the US Open National Swimming Championships in Orlando.

We also marked the 20th anniversary of the first Virtus Global Games, which took place in Bollnäs, Sweden, in 2004. What began modestly with 29 
countries and six sports has grown remarkably over two decades. By the 2023 Virtus Global Games, the event had expanded to include 47 nations and 
more than 900 athletes competing across 13 sports— a true testament to the Games’ growth, impact, and global reach.

The Paris Paralympic Games were a phenomenal event for athletes with an intellectual impairment – showcasing talent at the very top level globally – 
and capped by the election of Lenine Cunha (Virtus Ambassador) as the first athlete with an intellectual impairment to serve on the IPC Athlete Council. 
A truly historic moment. 
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Together, this diverse programme confirmed Virtus’ expanding reach and commitment to building inclusive, competitive opportunities worldwide. In 
particular, we intensified our efforts to increase opportunities in both the summer and winter Paralympic Games, lobbying both the IPC and IF’s to include 
or reinclude athletes with an intellectual impairment. I am pleased to say that this has more recently led to the adoption of a Memorandum of 
Understanding with FIS (International Ski and Snowboard Federation) however our ambition for inclusion in the Games remains elusive. 

Virtus also worked closely with World Taekwondo as they announced a bid to include athletes with an intellectual impairment in the programme for the 
LA2028 Games. Although the proposal was not eventually accepted by IPC, I want to thank World Taekwondo for all their efforts and the commitment 
they made. 

This followed the launch of the Virtus Anti-Doping Awareness Program, which coincided with ‘Play True’ day. This program is designed to educate athletes, 
coaches, parents and Virtus partners about anti-doping principles. Virtus believes that everyone deserves access to this essential knowledge, ensuring 
their full inclusion in the clean sport movement. Various topics such as TUE, Doping control tests, Negative effects of supplements, etc, were targeted 
monthly, and informative posts and online seminars were conducted. 

We also launched the influential #MakingInvisibleVISIBLE campaign to celebrate athletes with intellectual 
impairments and/or autism were going to compete at the Paralympic Games- Paris 2024. The campaign was 
aimed to leverage the platform of the Paris 2024 Summer Paralympic Games to raise awareness about 
intellectual impairments, challenge societal stereotypes surrounding individuals/athletes with intellectual 
impairments and/or autism and to encourage people to recognize the exceptional abilities of athletes 
beyond their impairments.

This level of activity does not happen easily and takes the efforts of so many people. I would like to also 
thank my colleagues on the Governing Board, our standing committees, sports and member organisations. 
Your enthusiasm and ambition to drive Virtus forwards ensures we reach new records and new highs with 
every year that passes and I am indebted to each of you. 
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ABOUT VIRTUS

The organisation was founded in 1986 as INAS - the International Federation for Athletes with Intellectual Impairments. In 2019 the 
organisation adopted a new, modern and striking brand: Virtus. As a member of the Paralympic family, it is responsible for the 
management of the Global Games and world and regional Championships in Paralympic and non-Paralympic sports for athletes with 
an intellectual impairment. 

Our vision is that athletes with an intellectual impairment across the world have the opportunity to achieve excellence in sport and 
high-level competition.

The Virtus membership comprises more than 90 nations, International Federations and the Virtus Regions. We receive no 
government or sports lottery support and so each year must raise all the funds required to meet the ever-growing need for support 
and development. 

Virtus changes attitudes, creates opportunities and develops pathways in sport to ensure that athletes with an intellectual 
impairment can progress to elite competition and perform at the highest possible level. 

Our strategic priorities (2021-2024) are: 
 To deliver Exceptional Services.
 To maximise Influence and Reach.
 To strengthen Organisational Health.
 
Often the costs of maintaining the organisation are, by necessity, passed onto our member organisations, and too often, onto the 
athletes themselves. 

Virtus benefits from a large team of international volunteers - sports experts, psychologists, anti-doping and medical professionals, 
sports managers and administrators - all of whom have a passion and commitment for ensuring athletes with an intellectual 
impairment can compete at the highest possible level and be the best that they can be.

The organisation is led by its Governing Board and supported by a number of sub-committees covering each sport, eligibility, 
medical and anti-doping specialisms.



COMPETITION

One of the year’s major highlights came in Annecy, France, with the 2024 Virtus World Tennis Championships in September. 
Bringing together top players across all Virtus eligibility groups, the Championships underlined the global strength of Virtus tennis, 
with standout performances from athletes representing Australia, Great Britain, and many other nations.

Alongside these headline competitions, Virtus also sanctioned an extensive calendar of national and regional events, further 
strengthening the competition pathway. These included the Austrian, Italian, and French Alpine Ski Championships, the 
Cameroon National Athletics Championships, and new initiatives such as the Miller Family Open Para Track & Field 
Meet in the USA and the Cycling Time Trial in France. Tennis continued to grow through the Australian Tennis 
Championships (PWII) and the GB National Tennis Finals, while in swimming, Virtus sanctioned both Colombia’s National 
Championships and, for the first time, the US Open National Swimming Championships in Orlando.

Together, this diverse programme confirmed Virtus’ expanding reach and commitment to building inclusive, competitive 
opportunities worldwide. 2024 not only showcased the strength of established sports but also welcomed new formats and host 
nations into the Virtus family, further underlining the organisation’s role as the leading body for athletes with intellectual 
impairment.

REPORTS ON  ACTIVITIES

Virtus aims to deliver a diverse and inclusive programme of competition across all Regions and in 2024 this vision was brought to 
life with a record number of international and sanctioned events. From the slopes of Europe to the arenas of France and the roads 
of Kazakhstan, the calendar provided athletes with intellectual impairment with more opportunities than ever before to compete at 
the highest level.

The year began in January in Ballarat, Australia, where the Virtus Cycling World Series opened the season with a vibrant 
showcase of road and track cycling. Just weeks later, Reims, France welcomed athletes for the World & European Indoor 
Athletics Championships, combining two competitions into one after calendar disruptions in recent years. This created a highly 
competitive meet and a valuable platform for qualification towards future global events.

In March, Poland proudly staged the inaugural Virtus European Winter Games, a milestone event that brought together alpine 
skiing, futsal, 3×3 basketball, and indoor rowing. Despite the cancellation of the Nordic ski competition due to poor snow conditions, 
the Games marked the first time multiple winter sports had been brought under the Virtus banner.

In April, Kazakhstan became a new host nation as the World Half Marathon & 10K Road Race Championships expanded the 
Virtus athletics programme. The debut of the 10K event alongside the traditional half marathon offered more entry opportunities 
and reflected the growth of road running internationally. Later in the year, Uppsala, Sweden staged the Open European Athletics 
Championships, providing a full competition programme for II1, II2, and II3 classes, while in July the Open Regional Para 
Dressage Championships returned to the prestigious Sparsholt Equestrian Centre in Great Britain.



PROJECTS

Virtus Ambassador, Lenine Cunha scripted history by becoming the first athlete with an intellectual impairment to be elected to the 
International Paralympic Committee (IPC) Athletes’ Council, receiving the highest number of votes from athletes in the Paralympic 
Village during Paris 2024. With over two decades of experience as an elite athlete, Lenine now extends his commitment to the IPC 
Athletes’ Council, where he will continue to champion athletes’ rights and amplify their voices on a global stage.

Virtus launched its “Anti-Doping Awareness Program” in April 11, marking the ‘Play True’ day. This program is designed to 
educate athletes, coaches, parents and Virtus partners about anti-doping principles. Virtus believes that everyone deserves access 
to this essential knowledge, ensuring their full inclusion in the clean sport movement. Various topics such as TUE, Doping control 
tests, Negative effects of supplements, etc, were targeted monthly, and informative posts and online seminars were conducted. The 
campaign reached over 68K people with over 57K views. 

Virtus launched #MakingInvisibleVISIBLE campaign on 7 June, marking the 1-year-anniversary of the 2023 Virtus Global Games. 
to celebrate athletes with intellectual impairments and/with autism were going to compete at the Paralympic Games- Paris 2024. 
The campaign was aimed to leverage the platform of the Paris 2024 Summer Paralympic Games to raise awareness about intellectual 
impairments, challenge societal stereotypes surrounding individuals/athletes with intellectual impairments and/or autism and to 
encourage people to recognize the exceptional abilities of athletes beyond their impairments.

The campaign ran from 7 June through the end of the Paralympic Games, achieved outstanding results — generating over 677.4K 
total views (including 513.3K across Facebook and Instagram) and a record-breaking 472 hours of watch time. These 
results made it one of the most successful campaigns ever delivered by Virtus. Throughout the Games, multiple posts reached over 
15K viewers each, capturing widespread attention and engagement from athletes, the Virtus community, and audiences around 
the world.

REPORTS ON  ACTIVITIES



1
DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL SERVICES - As the world governing body of sport for athletes with an intellectual impairment, we will 
champion best practice, deliver projects to create lasting change and promote world-leading sport and competition.

2 MAXIMISE INFLUENCE AND REACH - We will substantially grow the Virtus brand, extend membership and maximise strategic 
partnerships to ensure sport is inclusive of people with an intellectual impairment.

3
STRENGTHEN ORGANISATIONAL HEALTH - We will strengthen the organisation to ensure it can globally drive effective and 
lasting positive change for athletes with an intellectual impairment.

STRATEGIC PLANNING

Early in 2025, the Governing Board met to begin strategic planning process that will define our aims, activities and priorities in the 
years ahead. Following the success of the Global Games and a far-reaching re-brand in 2019, expectations and ambitions were high 
and the Board were determined to maintain the momentum created as we go forward and build on the platform we have created. 

Over two days, the Board looked at a range of ideas and innovative programmes that will take Virtus forward before an organisa-
tion-wide consultation was undertaken to test these thoughts and to hear from members, athletes and supporters. 

By September, the final version of the plan was conceived and 3 new Strategic Priorities had emerged: 

Taken together, these priorities will help us achieve our refined mission:

“To drive the development of elite sport worldwide for athletes with an intellectual impairment”

The new plan comes into effect from January 2025 and will define our work to beyond the next Global Games.



Athletes display incredible strength of 
character both on and off the field of play. 
They work hard, overcome set-backs and 
never give-up. They are important 
ambassadors for sport for people with 
intellectual impairments, showing others 
what can be achieved and breaking down 
barriers.

It takes great courage to train and perform, to 
put yourself and your body on the line to 
reach the best in your sport. With their 
immense achievements, athletes change 
perceptions.

Athletes with integrity play honestly and 
fairly, always respecting the rules and results.

‘Virtus’ - a Latin word which was first used in ancient Rome – perfectly captures the spirit of ath-
letes with intellectual impairments who live our new values through their sporting performances 
and achievements. 

Integrity

Four elements that represent the characteristics of all athletes with intellectual impairments…

Four elements that represent our organisational role and purpose…

Excellence

Organise
Govern

AdvocatePromote
Character

Athletes strive to reach the top of the 
podium, to improve themselves and their 
performances with every sprint, swim, throw, 
shot and move. Through this they change 
perceptions and push the boundaries of what 
was previously thought possible.

Courage

We strive to ensure that as many people as 
possible know about high performance sports 
for athletes with intellectual impairments 
and the opportunities that exist to compete 
at an international level. We also aim to 
ensure that everyone knows about the 
amazing achievements of the athletes, so 
that they can enjoy better support and 
recognition.

We oversee the development and growth of 
elite sport for people with intellectual 
impairments at the highest level. This 
includes setting rules and ensuring fair play in 
areas such as anti-doping.

We work with our member countries to 
organise major international events for 
athletes with intellectual impairments such 
as world and regional Championships in 14 
sports, supported by global governing bodies. 
This ensures athletes can compete regularly 
at the highest levels against the best in the 
world.

We ensure that the rights of athletes with 
intellectual impairments are recognised and 
considered in the global sports landscape. 
We also work with sports governing bodies to 
ensure athletes with intellectual impairments 
have the opportunity to compete under their 
banner.

The Virtus emblem combines these elements representing:

THE  VIRTUS  EMBLEM



MEMBERSHIP
Virtus has a diverse global membership including sports organisations for people with an intellectual 
impairment, National Paralympic Committees, International Federations of sport and the Virtus Regional 
Organisations. 

In 2024 we welcomed 3 new nations into membership including South Africa, Timor Leste and Uruguay. 

In total Virtus has more than 105 member organisations globally, representing more than 500,000 
athletes. 



As a not-for-profit organisation, Virtus is entirely reliant on the income it receives from fees, events, fundraising 
and voluntary donations to promote sport for athletes with an   intellectual impairment. The 2022 budget included 
a significant investment from reserves in our activities, though inevitable the worldwide pandemic also impacted 
finances. A full analysis of our financial performance can be found in the annual accounts published at virtus.sport.

You can help athletes to achieve their dreams and show generations of young athletes, their families, and the 
world that an intellectual impairment is no barrier to sporting excellence by making a monthly or one-off donation 
at virtus.sport 

Statement of Financial Activity

Income 
Fees
Events & Projects
Income Generation
Other
TOTAL INCOME

Expenditure
Governing Board & Committee Costs
Development Activities
Marcomms
Income Generation
Memberships
O�ce Costs & Administration
Sta�ng
Sta� travel & meetings
Insurance
Professional & management fees
Bank, financial and Management Charges
Depreciation
Other
TOTAL EXPENDITURE

0
5234
2968

0
0

243
13628

0
0
0
0
0
0

22073

Di�erence -19573 -14592

FINAL CLOSING BALANCE 1686 109667

0
0

2500
0

2500

23492
19953
33993

3168
1218
1822

66240
2010
6073

429
2811

0
1073

162280

97596
384

166813
0

264793

-42830

21259

0
12080
6250

0
0
0

24500
0
0
0
0
0
0

42830

0
0
0
0
0

Opening Balance 21259 124259 64089

2024 (£GB)
Restricted

4321
19357
4347

0
0

1721
144539

4966
6407

756
1518

0
0

187932

-62109

164664

104774
2387
18661

0
125823

226773

2024 (£GB)
Unrestricted

2023 (£GB)
Unrestricted

2023 (£GB)
Restricted Balance Sheet

Fixed Assets
Tangible assets

Current Assets
Cash at bank
Debtors
Prepayments
Total Assets

157748
8620

0
166368

95842
152191

0
248033

Current Liabilities
Creditors & Accruals
Loans
Total Liabilities

Net Current Assets

0
0
0

166368 248033

0
0
0

Funds
Unrestricted Funds 
Restricted Funds 
Total

164683
1686

166368

226774
21259

248033

00
2024 £GB 2023 (£GB)

FINANCE



Governing Board
President – Marc Tru�aut (FRA)
Vice President - vacancy
Secretary General - Barry Holman (USA)
Members at Large – Yossi Romano (ISR), Biron Aydin TUR),
Humberto Fereira (BRA), Patrick Chan (HKG), Aaron Benjamin (IND)
Amal Mobadda (EGY)
Co-opted Member - Prof. Jan Burns (GBR), Ian Conyers (USA)
Robyn Smith (AUS)

Management Team
Executive Director - Nick Parr
Marketing and Communications Manager - Mousumi Mazumdar
Membership & Partnership Consultant – Nithi Suppiah 
Virtus Academy – Dr. Debbie Van Biesen
Anti Doping O�cer – Juliana Soares
Sport & Competition Manager – John Pearce

Anti-Doping Committee
Members - Trudi Jackson (USA) - Chairperson, Juliana Soares (BRA),
Dr Matsontso Mathebula (RSA),  Marcelo Patricio De Oliviera (BRA),
Mayra Barbosa Dos Santos (BRA), Caio Medaur (BRA)
Members of the Therapeutic Use Exemption Committee -
Dr Marcelo Patricio MD (BRA) - TUE Committee Chair
Dr Halim Jebali (TUN), Georgia Cahill (NZE), Halim Jebali (TUN) 
Henry McKinney (GRB), Iara Andrade (BRA), Mohy El-Din Nail (EGY)

Finance Committee
Chairperson - Karon Nicol (GBR), Paul Charnvit (THA)

Games Committee
Chairperson – Barry Holman (Governing Board)
Patrick Chan (Governing Board), Robyn Smith (Governing Board),
Alex Figueroa (COL), Richard Robert (USA)

Eligibility Committee
Prof. Jan Burns (GBR), Catherine Fayollet (FRA),
Kirsten Van Heerdon (RSA)

Eligibility Panel
Ana Garduno, Emma Harper, Kirsten van Heerden, Laura Plans Vidal,
Suzie Lemmey, Ralph Belig, Cathrine Fayollet, Hadi Hadizadeh,
Mark Murphy, Mohammad Vaez, Kyung Mee Chung, Sema Tohm

Medical Committee
Chairperson - Catherine Fayollet (FRA), 
Dr. Ralph Belig (FRA)

Elections Committee
Aimee Ng (HKG), Ian Fullagar (AUS)

VIRTUS Athletics
Sport Director - Jose Costa Pereira (POR) 
Akihiro Inoue (JPN), Elly Schouten (NED), Richard Robb (USA),
Pauline Awange (KEN) 

VIRTUS Basketball 
-

VIRTUS Cricket
Vacant

VIRTUS Cycling
Sport Director – Gilles Richiero (FRA)
Avtar Singh (IND), Louise Jones (AUS), Philippe Com (FRA) 

VIRTUS Equestrian 
Sport Director – Uta Rindfleisch (CHT)
Amanda Heath (GBR), Mary Longden (AUS), Sondra Marshall (USA)
Sarah Leitch (GBR), Andrey Sukhov (RUS), Amanda Heath (GBR),
Ulrich Nickel (GER)

VIRTUS Football 
Sport Director – John Ball (GBR)
Gustavo Caik (ARG), Alexandre Steux (FRA), Sofie Gistafsson (SWE),
Göran Engström (SWE), Naoke Tsushima (JPN)

VIRTUS Judo
Sport Director – Kerry Tansey (GBR)
Aviv Raguan (ISR), Johan Orbo (SWE), Rudi Verhagen (GER),
Tomoo Hamana (JPN), Wolfgang Janko (GER), Xavier Barker (AUS)

VIRTUS Rowing
Sport Director – Nuno Santa Rita (POR)
Kim Fay Ho (HKG), Julie Holman (USA)

 
VIRTUS Skiing
Sport Director Nordic – Hideki Arai (JPN)
Sport Director Alpine – Riccardo de Infanti (ITA) 
Alberto Stella (ITA), Juan Antonio Garcia (ESP), Paula Scherl (AST),
Cristian Gianese (FRA)

VIRTUS Swimming Working Group
Sport Director – Dave Harman (GBR)
Supported by representatives from more than 10 nations

VIRTUS Table Tennis
Vacancy

VIRTUS Tennis 
Sport Director – Lesley Whitehead (GBR)
Mohamed Abdelsattar (EGY), Andrea Sneed (USA),
Kris Vanden Boer (BEL), Dr Danielle Gescheit (AUS),
Dina Temirgaliyeva (KAZ)

GOVERNING BOARD,  COMMITTEES AND  STAFF MEMBER



Virtus is the brand name of the International Sports Federation for athletes with an

intellectual impairment and is a recognised member of the International Paralympic Committee.

Registered as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation in the UK (1173901)

virtus.sport

@SportVirtus @SportVirtus @virtus.sport

International Sport Federation for Athletes with an Intellectual Impairment


